surrounding the "Calamus" poems and argues that "the attempt to reclaim Whitman as gay might sometimes serve very 'unqueer' ends," thus "limit [ing] rather than enhanc [ing] our understanding" of Whitman, so that "a reading of Whitman as homosexual threatens to simplify our understanding of the history of homosexuality and to blunt the power of Whitman's poetry to continue to 'queer' normative understandings of sex and gender identity categories and their relationship to politics"; concludes that "Whitman's startlingly erotic poems keep alive a model of democratic friendship that seeks to bind people of a variety of 'perverse' sexualities together in arrangements that exceed the state's abilities to comprehend, regulate, and sanctify."] Delbanco, Nicholas. "America's Poet as Brother." Washington Post (December 7, 2008) [Analyzes Democratic Vistas and other writings to demonstrate that part of Whitman's conception of "higher progress" involved the attainment of freedom beyond basic necessities in order to gain "liberty's ultimate challenge"-for "citizens to fill the purest of freedoms with activities that were complete in themselves"; goes on to track Whitman's involvement in the movement to reduce working hours, increase leisure, and develop "labor-saving machines," all of which formed "the obvious practical link between increasing material wealth and 'higher progress'"; concludes by considering the influence of Whitman's "higher progress" on John Maynard Keynes and on economists and historians of labor over the past fifty years.]
